
iiig the sanitation of the Isthmus efficient must largely disap¬
pear.

The chief change will be in bringing to your door the power
to buy supplies without any delay. The executive committee
will be in constant session on the Isthmus, and whenever you
desire extraordinary orders all you have to do is to apply to
Governor Magoon, who can call the committee together and
issue the order, even though the chairman, Mr. Shonts, be
absent. Governor Magoon has already manifested his desire
to accord with your wishes by increasing the salaries of your
medical assistants. . . . With greater facilities for ob¬
taining supplies I have no doubt that construction will go
forward much more rapidly than it has heretofore. Judge
Magoon will go down to the Isthmus on the thirteenth day
of May and will be soon followed by Mr. Wallace and Mr.
Shonts. The power is to be there, and proximity to power is
what produces efficiency and quickness in action. The time
spent here is taken up in reorganizing the office, which was in
a state of inefficiency and chaos.

I think you are doing very well, indeed, m the suppression
"of yellow fever, and I hope that with the coming of supplies
and of new conditions under which you will be less hampered
than you have been heretofore by the absence of authority,
your ability to deal with malarial fever and the whole prob¬
lem of sanitation will be made apparent. You could not have
any one to work with more anxious to comply with your de¬
sires than Judge Magoon. . . .

With congratulations on your good work, believe me, my
dear doctor, Very sincerely yours,

William H. Taft.
| The above letter has recently come into our possession,

with permission for its publication. It is interesting in that
it shows the change that has taken place in the management
of affairs on the Isthmian Canal Zone. A careful reading of
the letter reveals the fact that underlying it is a recognition
of the bad condition of affairs preceding the reorganization.
For instance, this sentence is full of meaning, "The time spent
here is taken up with reorganizing the office which was in a

state of inefficiency and chaos." It is corroborative of some
of the charges made by Dr. Reed in his report. The letter
further officially informs us of the enlarged authority and
opportunities that have been granted to the chief sanitary
officer, Dr. Gorgas, by the new commission.—Ed.]

Queries and Minor Notes
Anonïmous Communications will not be noticed. Queries for

this column must be accompanied by the writer's name and ad¬
dress, but the request of the writer not to publish his name will be
faithfully observed.

NEW TECHNIC FOE CIRCUMCISION.
Ancon, Canal Zone, May 29, 1905.

To the Editor: For several years I have been doing an operation
for circumcision that I do not see de-scribed in any of the text¬
books on surgery. The method, so far as I know, is an original
one, and unless some one else has described the technic of the op¬
eration, or a similar one, I shall be glad to publish the result of
my cases. The operation as done by me is briefly as follows :
1. The mons jovis is shaven and prepared in the usual way. 2. An
incision circumnavigates the penis, going through the skin only, at
the root of the organ. 3. The skin is dissected and drawn back
to correspond with the length of the foreskin. 4. A second in¬
cision is made as in the second step. 5. The sutures are so placed
as to allow perfect apposition. The advantages of this simple op¬
eration are apparent, and I should he grateful if you would tell
me, through The Journal, whether this or a similar operation has
ever been advised. M. E. Gardner, M.D.

Answer.—We are unable to find this method of operating de¬
scribed in any of the text-books on surgery. The method does
not seem to us to be adapted for children nor even for adults
unless the prepuce is very short, because the tightness of the fore¬
skin and the lesions would not be affected by it. The object of cir¬
cumcision is to make the prepuce loose enough to be readily re¬

tracted, not to shorten it so that it will remain retracted.

PRACTICE LAWS IN ALBERTA, CANADA.
Tulsa, I. T., May 30, 1905.

To the Editor :—Please state the requirements of the laws gov-

eining the practice of medicine and surgery in the province of
Alberta, Canada. G. R. B.

Answer.—The Council of the College of Physicians and Surgeons
of the Northwest Territories admits on the register : 1. Any person
possessing a diploma from any medical school in Great Britain and
Ireland having power to grant such diploma, and who produces such
diploma and furnishes satisfactory evidence of identification. 2.
Any member of an incorporated college of physicians and surgeons
of any province of the Dominion of Canada. 3. Any person pro¬
ducing a diploma from any recognized medical college requiring a
four years' course ; provided, the applicant passes a satisfactory
examination before the council. The registrar is Dr. J. D. Lafferty,
Calgary.

OSTKOPATHS ARE GETTING THERE FAST.
We have received a circular that is being sent out by an osteo¬

path of Kansas City which indicates that osteopaths not only are
using medicines, but also are right in front with the unadulterated
nostrum exploiters :

For the past five years I have been making a specialty of
skin diseases, and am able to say that we can handle this class
of practice just as successfully as we do the others. Osteopaths
all over the country have used my antiseptic treatment and
with the fullest measure of success.

This antiseptic is made according to the requirements of each
case and in the way best suited to the case. I now make it as
a liquid, a light lotion, a heavy lotion, a liquid ointment, and
an ointment. You tell me of the case and I will give you what
is best according to my experience. And you may rest as¬
sured that I give your cases the same attention I give my
own. (Probably true.l Seven packages, retailed at $1.00 each,
constitutes a month's treatment for Acne, Eczema or Psoriasis.
It lasts the average case, from six to eight weeks, and I sell it
to you for $5.00. To get the best results the patient should
be required to pay for the antiseptic. [This is very important.1
 find that diet is an essential in the successful treatment of all
skin diseasees and in each instance I suggest the diet in full.

I have often been asked to supply the antiseptic in a way
that it could be used whenever an antiseptic is required. For
a short time I am going to sell a full quart of the preparation
for $2.00. You should sell it in four ounce bottles at $1.00
each, or $8.00 for the quart. You simnly can't get results if
you give it away. [What results? Dollars?] I have tried
it often enough to know. This quart can be used for any ail¬
ment excepting Acne, Eczema or Psoriasis—but it is not made
in the right way or of a sufficient strength for either of these
ailments.
Then follow the usual testimonials, of which the following is

a sample :
I used your antiseptic on a very bad case of Barbers' Itch,

and at the end of three weeks' time a cure was effected. I
gave Ostéopathie treatment to equalize the circulation and
used the liquid full strength.—Drs. Hook & Hook, Belding.
Mich.
The names of these and the other individuals are not in any of

the late medical directories. If we are to judge by some of the
testimonials, the osteopaths are using medicines in states (Ken¬
tucky, Missouri, Michigan and Pennsylvania) in which they are
licensed on condition that they do not use drugs.

State Boards of Registration
COMING EXAMINATIONS.

Board Representing the President and Fellows of the Medical
Society of DelaAvare, Dover, June 20-22. Board Representing the
Homeopathic Medical Society of Delaware, Wilmington, June
20-22. Secretary of the Medical Council of Delaware, P. W. Tom-
linson, M.D., Wilmington.

State Board of Medical Examiners of New Jersey, Trenton,
June 20-21. Secretary, B. L. B. Godfrey, M.D., Camden.

Medical Examining Board of Virginia, Richmond, June 20-24.
Secretary, R. S. Martin, M.D., Stuart.

Board of Medical Examiners of Maryland, Baltimore, Juno
21-24. Secretary, J. McP. Scott, M.D., Hagerstown.

Medical Council of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Pittsburg.
June 27. Secretary of the Medical Council, II. C. Shaeffer, M.D.,
Harrisburg.

Board of Medical Examiners, Central District, I. T., South Mc-
Alester, 1. T., July 3. Secretary, B. W. Caldwell, Hugo.

Board of Medical Examiners of Arizona, Phoenix, Ariz., July
3-4. Secretary, A. Martin, Phoenix.

Utah State Medical Examiners, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 3-4.
Secretary, R. W. Fisher, Salt Lake City.

North Dakota State Medical Examining Board, Grand Forks,
July 5. Secretary, H. M. Wheeler, Grand Forks.

State Medical Examining Board of Washington, Seattle, Wash..
July 5. Secretary, C. W. Sharpies, Seattle.

State Medical Examining Boards of the Regents, State House.
Concord, N. H., July 7-8. Regent, H. C. Morrison, Concord.

State Medical Board of the Arkansas Medical Society, Little
Rock, July 11. Secretary, J. P. Runyan, Little Rock.
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